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The Greek notion of the unity of time, however, and its companion, of place, require some explanation here. To
begin with, these two minor unities are not, strictly speaking, a doctrine with Aristotle; they are a rough
generalization as to the practice of the Greek stage. They are the scenic unities, continuities, as Prof. Moulton
calls them, demanded by the exigencies of the Greek theatre. A Greek tragedy began where ours is ready to end,
- that is, at the moment of suspense preceding the climax. From this point the catastrophe was rapidly sketched
and the action concluded with a swift denouement. Thus there was little opportunity for elaboration, for
counter-action, or for sub-plot, so that the unity of action was a tangible, distinctive feature of the drama, and
not, as with our romantic playwrights, a vague, indeterminate generalization. The minor unities were
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effect requires no explanation. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
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