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Eibonvale Press, 2013. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****. There has existed all through the Ages an extraordinary idea that puppets are inanimate creatures
controlled by human beings; but aFer spending some years behind the scenes in manipulating the strings of
marionettes I am well assured that the position is quite the reverse, and that a puppet-showman is entirely at
the mercy of his figures. - Walter Wilkinson, The Peep Show 1933. I can think of no better quotation that sets the
stage for this magnificent collection of timeless and haunting tales by British weirdsmith Daniel Watt. This new
edition of the author s collection, An Emporium of Automata, delivers a thesis of the theatrically strange. In
these stories the frightening hints penned above by a literate Punch and Judy man long ago are cunningly
proven and made starkly manifest. This fine new edition places in the hands of all seekers aFer the beautiful
and weird a grand collection which, for so long, has been privy to the locked bookcases of collectors and
connoisseurs of the macabre and fantastique. Story aFer uncanny story unfolds before the reader; a maze of
carnival mirrors that we fear we might never escape from. Here are missing tales from some lost, darkly
romantic Germanic madman s attic. The rotting, wooden fissures that manifest fill in a gaping and
pockmarked wooden maw somewhere between E.T.A. HoKmann, Nabokov and Ligotti. To name these vaguely
reminiscent stylists is far too simple. Daniel Watt dips first and foremost into his own, personal experience.
Through his sepia colored lens we are allowed to gape inside the old trunks of puppet men who have sold their
souls in the rain, so that they might write such stories as these. The reader senses...
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